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UHY I SUPPORT DEI&CRATIC SOCIALISE 
I support Labor's bel ief in Democratic Socialism. By "Socialism" we 
Laborites mean something vastly different from what either Communists or 
Liberals mean by that term. 
Democratic Soc ia l i s t s be l ieves-
1. The prime aim cf government should be to ensure to everyone en equal 
right to work out his own l i f e as he wishes, so long as ho does not 
interfere with that some right in other people. To ensure th i s r i$ i t 
each c i t i zen must be protected from disaster beyond his control which 
would make his existence over-diff icult or impossible. 
2. For that purpose government here should be by parliamentary democracy, 
with adult suffrage, one man one vote , one vote one value, l iberty of 
speech and assembly, freedom from arbitrary arrest, the right of f a i r 
t r i a l before an independent Judiciary, and the right to hold unpopular 
opinions and to organise opposition to the government of the day. 
3. For that purpose, too, the workings of our complex national economy 
must be planned for the national good - not l e f t to the haphazard 
whims of seekers af ter private prof i t . That implies that our ins t i tu t -
ions of finance and credit and our basic supply industries must be 
under public control. Otherwise, in the manipulation of these i n s t i t -
utions raid industries to make profi ts for the few, unemployment and 
insecurity may be the miserable l o t of the many. 
4. There i s nothing essential ly good or bad about either public or psivato 
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ownership. She only criterion as to which should apply i s whether 
the thins owned i s used to sociol or anti-aocial ends. 
The c r i t i c i s m lev oiled at those b e l i e f s are, real ly, few. 
She f i r s t i s that public enterprise must always "be ine f f i c i en t . That 
i s a nyth. Inhere are many e f f ic ient public enterpilses in Australia. The fact 
i s that the many inef f i c ienc ies of private enterprise receive l i t t l e publicity. 
The ineff ic iencies of public enterprise receive, rightly, glaring publicity. 
The second i s -that to give the government the suggested pouer over i n -
vestment and employment policy, through the control of bonking and supply i n -
dustries, would mean "regimentation." I would answer that "through Hie concen-
tration of private control of commerce end industry the power already exists -
in the hands of a fen con® any directors not responsible to the people. 
The question i s simply vtiethor the leg is lators or the company directors 
©rt 
should ecercise that power. I ei» in favour of the leg is lators , whom the people 
can control, as against the directors, whom 1he people can't control. 
The third i s that Labor's Socialism i s a step to Communism. That i s 
absurd. I t i s in the countries with strong Democratic Social i s t governments 
that Communism has been at i t s weakest. For i t to be a step to CoECunism tho 
vezy raison d'etre of Democratic Socialism - a be l i e f in human l iberty - must 
be ov ere one. One might as well say "Christianity i s a step to Atheism - one 
only has to overcome God." 
Tho excesses of Capitalism hove fostered tho excesses of Conauniso. 
The only road ahead to l iberty i s Labor's Democratic Socialism, 
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Now let me say something about Communism and why I oppose it. 
The Communists are disciples of Marx and Engels. According to them all history previously 
has been a history of class warfare. As new techniques of production arose, so classes with 
vested interests in controlling them arose, & in due course they would, as their techniques 
become outmoded, clash with classes having vested interests in substituting new methods of 
production. The whole of society - its religion, its manners, its art, its culture, is based on 
these clashes of interests. But now they believe a new situation has arisen with 2 classes -
[END PAGE] 
the capitalists or bourgeoisie, & the dispossessed workers or proletariat. In the resulting clash 
of classes the proletariat will overthrow the bourgeoisie and assume common control of the 
means of production. This will produce a classless society - since there will be no separate 
class to have a vested interest in the means of production - and the state will wither away and 
there will be left merely some form of co-operative society, for they hold, all the ills to which 
our society is subject - crime, greed, oppression, injustice, which call for State intervention, 
merely stems from the unjust class relationships which our society allows. There will be no 
more class warfare, but merely sweet music together. 
In the fight to overthrow the bourgeoisie, they believe, there is no morality but the 
class warfare - the end justifies the means. They subordinate their policies to those dictated 
by countries which already have Communist Governments - looking for the times when all 
countries will be similarly organised. 
Now all this is an extraordinary fantasy. The change in the techniques of production is 
not the only basis of class organisation - the will to power is a greater motivating force in 
human affairs than the will to [money?]. In the attempt to put this hopelessly Utopian pipe-
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dream into operation the result has been that in the name of ultimate liberty one of the worst 
tyrannies in the history of the world has been established. Where democracy existed before -
as in Czechoslovakia - rule by Communist party oligarchy has been substituted. Communist 
states have been productive of classes with vested interests - the vested interest 
[END PAGE] 
in maintaining its own power. The difference between Labor's Democratic Socialism & 
Communism is not just a difference in means - Labor's policy of evolution & parliamentary 
change is opposed to the Communist's revolutionary change and espousal of violence - it is 
the difference of ends. It is the difference between freedom and slavery. 
Last of all I should say something about the Democratic Labor Party - although this is 
something of a misnomer for it is neither Democratic nor Labor. This is a small group of 
fanatical sectaries led by Mr B.A. Santamaria. Mr Santamaria decided to use the Communists 
tactics to try to gain control of the Australian Labor Party, which he would then use as a front 
to put into effect certain sectarian policies of his own. He would do what he did in the name 
of fighting Communism - although fighting Communism was only incidental to his aim -
which was his own power. When the Labor movement refused to succumb to his dictates, he 
formed a new party aimed at polling sufficient potential Labor votes which he would then 
herd to the Liberals by the means of the preferential system, so as to keep Labor from power. 
As he intends to go on doing this in the hope that the Labor party will be blackmailed into 
accepting his group on its terms - and its terms are that Mr. Santamaria, & not the broad rank 
& file of Labor men & women, shall determine Labor policy. The day when this happens will 
never come, but meanwhile this country lacks the legislation to help the needy which Labor 
would give it. Mr Santamaria is not interested in the needy. 
[END PAGE] 
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